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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1. (Currently amended) A recording device control apparatus that successively receives 
transfer requests and controls transfer of data relating to the transfer requests to and from a 
recording device, each transfer request including (i) area information that shows an area that is a 
transfer destination or a transfer source in the recording device and (ii) type information for 
specifying a transfer data type, the recording device control apparatus comprising: 
a reception unit operable to receive the transfer requests; 

a transf e r r e qu e st s p e cification unit operabl e to p e rform transfer criterion judgm e nt 
proc e ssing and sam e ar e a judgm e nt proc e ssing with r e spect to e ach of sp e cification targ e t 
requ e sts which ar e r e c e iv e d transf e r r e qu e sts whos e r e lat e d data has not b e en transf e rr e d, and, 
wh e n a targ e ted transf e r r e qu e st fulfills a condition of a n e gativ e judgm e nt r e sult in both of th e 
proc e ssing, specify th e r e lated data of th e target e d transf e r r e qu e st as a transf e r targ e t, 

th e transf e r crit e rion judgm e nt proc e ssing b e ing forjudging wheth e r or not th e targ e t e d 
transf e r r e quest is a transf e r withhold targ e t, bas e d on a pr e d e termined transf e r crit e rion that 
d e fin e s a transf e r order for th e targ e ted transfer r e qu e st and on e or mor e transf e r r e qu e sts having 
diff e r e nt typ e information to th e target e d transf e r r e qu e st, and 

th e same area judgm e nt proc e ssing b e ing forjudging wh e th e r or not a transfer r e qu e st 
that has area information id e ntical to ar e a information includ e d in th e targ e t e d transfer r e qu e st 
was r e c e iv e d befor e th e targeted transf e r r e qu e st was r e c e iv e d; and 

a queue management unit operable to manage a processing order of the received transfer 
requests; 

a transfer criterion judgment unit operable to determine which of the received transfer 
requests to set as a focus request based on a predetermined transfer criterion; 

a management information judgment unit operable to judge whether or not the focus 
request is a transfer request for management information, and on judging that the focus request is 
a transfer request for management information, judge with reference to the processing order 
whether or not a transfer request for management information exists before the focus request: 

a transfer request specification unit operable to judge with reference to the processing 
order whether or not a transfer request having type information identical to the type information 

- 3 - 



of the focus request exists before the focus request when the management information judgment 
unit judges that no transfer request for management information exists before the focus request, 
and is operable to specify data relating to the focus request as a transfer target when no transfer 
request having type information identical to the type information of the focus request exists 
before the focus request; and 

a transfer unit operable to transfer the data specified by the transfer request specification 

unit. 

2. (Currently amended) The recording device control apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein 

th e r e cording devic e control apparatus has, in th e r e cording d e vice, a managem e nt ar e a 
for storing manag e m e nt information that is for managing data locations in th e r e cording d e vic e , 

th e transf e r requ e st sp e cification unit furth e r p e rforms r e qu e st judgm e nt proc e ssing which 
is for, when the targ e t e d transf e r r e qu e st is a transfer requ e st with resp e ct to th e manag e m e nt 
ar e a, judging wh e th e r or not a transf e r r e qu e st having id e ntical typ e information to the targ e t e d 
transf e r requ e st was r e c e iv e d b e for e th e targ e t e d transf e r r e qu e st was r e c e iv e d, and 

wh e n th e targ e t e d transf e r r e qu e st fulfills th e condition and, in addition, a judgm e nt r e sult 
of th e r e qu e st judgm e nt proc e ssing is negative, th e transf e r r e qu e st sp e cification unit sp e cifi e s 
transf e r data r e lating to th e transfer r e qu e st as data to b e transf e rr e d 

the management information judgment unit is operable to judge with reference to the 
processing order whether or not a transfer request exists before the focus request for management 
information that includes area information identical to the area information of the focus request 
on judging that the focus request is a transfer request for management information, and 

when the management information judgment unit judges that no transfer request for 
management information that includes area information identical to the area information of the 
focus request exists before the focus request, the transfer request specification unit is operable to 
send a judgment result to a request judgment unit , 

3. (Currently amended) The recording device control unit of Claim 21, wherein 

th e transf e r r e qu e st sp e cification unit furth e r p e rforms specification e xclusion proc e ssing 
wh e n the targ e t e d transf e r r e quest, having fulfill e d th e condition and the judgm e nt result of th e 
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r e qu e st judgment proc e ssing b e ing negativ e , is with r e sp e ct to manag e ment information, and, in 
addition, wh e n a transf e r r e qu e st that has not b ee n transferr e d and is with r e sp e ct to th e 
manag e ment ar e a was r e c e iv e d after the targ e t e d transf e r r e qu e st was r e c e ived, the sp e cification 
e xclusion proc e ssing b e ing for e xcluding th e targ e t e d transf e r r e qu e st from b e ing a sp e cification 
targ e t r e quest without sp e cifying th e targ e t e d transf e r r e qu e st as a transf e r targ e t 

the reception unit is operable to receive a first transfer request and a second transfer 
request, and 

the transfer criterion judgment unit is operable to judge whether or not the first transfer 
request is to be set as the focus request and is operable to determine which of the transfer 
requests to set as the target request, based on one of (a) whether or not the type information of the 
first transfer request and the type information of the second transfer request are different from 
each other, and (b) a result of comparing a priority level of the first transfer request and a priority 
level of the second transfer request . 

4. (Currently amended) The recording device control apparatus of Claim 31, wherein 

th e r e c e ption unit further r e ceiv e s an omission instruction that instructs that transfer of 
r e dundant manag e m e nt information is to b e omitt e d, and 

th e transf e r r e quest sp e cification unit p e rforms the sp e cification e xclusion processing 
only wh e n th e r e c e ption unit has r e ceiv e d th e omission instruction 

the reception unit is operable to receive a first transfer request and a second transfer 
request, and 

the transfer criterion judgment unit is operable to judge that neither of the first transfer 
request and the second transfer request is to be set as the focus request, and is operable to 
determine that a transfer request following the first transfer request is to be set as the focus 
request, when the type information of the first transfer request and the type information of the 
second transfer request are different from each other and the priority level of the second transfer 
request is higher than the priority level of the first transfer request . 

5. (Currently amended) The recording device control unit of Claim 1, wherein 

the pr e d e t e rmin e d crit e rion is pr e d e t e rmin e d priority l e v e ls that show a transfer ord e r for 
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transfer data according to the typ e information, and 

th e transfer crit e rion judgm e nt proc e ssing is forjudging that the targeted transf e r r e quest 
is a transf e r withhold target wh e n a priority l e v e l of a transf e r r e qu e st that includ e s diff e r e nt type 
information to the typ e information of th e processing targ e t transf e r request is higher than the 
priority l e v e l of the processing targ e t transf e r request 

the transfer request specification unit is operable to set the transfer request for 
manaRement information in a position proximate the focus request, as the focus request, when 
the management information judgment unit judges that a transfer request for management 
information exists before the focus request , 

6-7. (Canceled) 

8. (New) The recording device control apparatus of claim 1 , wherein 

the transfer request specification unit is further operable to set the transfer request in a 
position proximate the focus request, as the focus request, on judging that a transfer request 
having type information identical to the type information of the focus request exists before the 
focus request. 

9. (New) The recording device control apparatus of claim 1 , wherein 

the management information judgment unit is further operable to judge with reference to 
the processing order whether or not a transfer request for management information exists after 
the focus request on judging that the focus request is a transfer request for management 
information, and 

the transfer request specification unit is further operable to exclude the focus request from 
being a transfer target when the management information judgment unit judges that a transfer 
request for management information exists after the focus request. 

10. (New) The recording device control apparatus of claim 9, wherein 

the reception unit is further operable to receive an omission instruction that instructs 
omission of transfer of redundant management information, and 
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the transfer request specification unit is operable to exclude the focus request from being 
a transfer target only if the reception unit receives the omission instruction. 

11. (New) A recording device control method for successively receiving transfer requests 
and controlling transfer of data relating to the transfer requests to and from a recording device, 
each transfer request including (i) area information that shows an area that is a transfer 
destination or a transfer source in the recording device and (ii) type information for specifying a 
transfer data type, the recording device control method comprising: 

receiving the transfer requests; 

managing a processing order of the received transfer requests; 

determining which of the received transfer requests to set as a focus request based on a 
predetermined transfer criterion; 

judging whether or not the focus request is a transfer request for management 
information, and when the focus request is a transfer request for management information, 
judging with reference to the processing order whether or not a transfer request for management 
information exists before the focus request; 

judging with reference to the processing order whether or not a transfer request having 
type information identical to the type information of the focus request exists before the focus 
request when it is judged that no transfer request for management information exists before the 
focus request, and specifying data relating to the focus request as a transfer target when no 
transfer request having type information identical to the type information of the focus request 
exists before the focus request; and 

transferring the specified data. 

12. (New) A computer program recorded on a computer-readable recording medium for 
successively receiving transfer requests and controlling transfer of data relating to the transfer 
requests to and from a recording device, each transfer request including (i) area information that 
shows an area that is a transfer destination or a transfer source in the recording device and (ii) 
type information for specifying a transfer data type, the computer program causing a computer to 
execute at least the following: 
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receiving the transfer requests; 

managing a processing order of the received transfer requests; 

determining which of the received transfer requests to set as a focus request based on a 
predetermined transfer criterion; 

judging whether or not the focus request is a transfer request for management 
information, and when the focus request is a transfer request for management information, 
judging with reference to the processing order whether or not a transfer request for management 
information exists before the focus request; 

judging with reference to the processing order whether or not a transfer request having 
type information identical to the type information of the focus request exists before the focus 
request when it is judged that no transfer request for management information exists before the 
focus request, and specifying data relating to the focus request as a transfer target when no 
transfer request having type information identical to the type information of the focus request 
exists before the focus request; and 

transferring the specified data. 
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